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PETITION RELATING TO FILING DATE UNDER 37 C.F.R. 6 181 



Sir: 



The filing receipt issued in the above-captioned application on December 31, 
2003 indicated priority to application No. 10/446,386, filed May 28, 2003 and application 
No. 09/840,572, filed April 23. 2001 (now U.S. Patent No. 6,605,928). However, the filing 
receipt did not indicate priority to §371 application No. 09/319,390, filed June 1, 1999 (now 
abandoned), §363 application No. PCT/US97/22405, filed December 3, 1997, or provisional 
patent application No. 60/032,149, filed December 3, 1996. These applications are also in a 
chain of priority. 

A request for corrected filing receipt was denied on January 26, 2004 stating: 
"A claim for priority cannot be based on an application filed after the application making the 
claims. 09/319,390 filing date 06/01/1999". 



I hereby certify that this corresponding is being deposited with the 
United States Postal Service as first class mail in an envelope 
addressed to Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450. Alexandria, 
VA 223l3-1450onMay28,2004. 
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{WO 123658.1} 



UNITED STATES PATENT & TRADEMARK OFFICE 
Washington, D.C 20231 



REQUEST FOR PATENT FEE REFUND 



1 Date of Request: 5/5/<<^^ | 2 Serial/Patent # l^j bl%/ifh^ 



3 Please refund the following fee(s) : 



4 PAPER 
NUMBER 



S DATE 
FILED 



6 AMOUNT 



Filing 



Amendment 



Extension of Time 



Notice of Appeal/Appeal 



X 



Petition 



Issue 



Cert of Correction/Terminal Disc, 



Maintenance 



Assignment 



Other 



7 TOTAL AMOUNT 
OF REFUND 



%\^o- 00 



8 TO BE REFUNDED BY: 



10 REASON: 



Treasury Check 



Overpayment 



Credit Deposit A/C #; 



Duplicate Payment 
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No Fee Due (Explanation) : 



11 REFUND REQUESTED BY: 



TYPED/PRINTE 
SIGNATURE: 




OFFICE: 
THIS SPACE 
APPROVED: 



^MZkkZ/TITLE: M^fn-^ 
dj^ly PHONE: 2-^2-/2/ 



CE USE ONLY: 

DATE: 





Instructions for completion of this form appear on the back. After completion, attach 
white and yellow copies to the officia^jfle and nudl or hand-carry to: 
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